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The Prefat C 
ICIACC. 

HE Holy Prophets of Old, did in 4 ſpecial 
manner Preach and Write againſt the prevailing 
Iniquities of the Age and place wherein they li- 
9; 'And the Lord Iſls has by hy own mo#t. 
- Holy Example. taught hu 'Miniſters to do tle 
like. Tea, though they ſhould be expoſed to great Sufferings 
from the World on that account, having declared that it ſhall 
tirn to them for a Teſtimony of therr Faithfulneſ; ro Him, 
whoſe Servants and whoſe Witneſſes they are. Such like Con- 
fiderations, have cauſed me to look :upon it as my Duty, beth 
Living and Dying, to enter my Humble Teſtimony for the 
the ways of Chriſt, and againſt thoſe things which I am Cone 
vinced are direaly Oppiee thereunto ; and I have therefore 
Written what cometh bereafter. Since the Compoſure where- 
of, there | s ' much diſcourſe of beginning of Stage-Plays in 
New-England. The laſt Year Promiſcuous Dancing mas open- 
by praftiſed, and too much countenanced in this Degenerated 
Town. There tas, in the day of it, a- Teſtimony publiſhed. . 
ag ainft that Evil, by the Miniſters of Chriſt in this place ;; 
among ſt whom I am the leaſt. If we ſhould now behold things 
' & bad or worſe compng in upon us, and be altogether ſilent, 
IT know not how we ſhould be able to anſwer it to him, who has 
Jet us as Watchmen to the Houſe of Iſrael, and moſt /c- 
lemnly charged us to ſhew unto them their Inzquities. 

' But. as for Stage-Plays, the Evil thereof has been abundant- 
ly diſcovered by ſeveral of our Engliſh Writers ; particularly, 
4 Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Perkins, Dr. Ames, and by My. Prin in 

s large and Elaborate Diſcourſe on that Subjet; and Dr. 
John Rainolds (of whom Heylin himſelf confeſſes that be was 
Teet may Tmemaldgvutiv©C-, has a moſt Learned Treatiſe called, 
The Overthrow of Stage-Plays, wherein it «© manifecſily pri= 
ved, That zt ts not only Unlawful to be an Aﬀor, but a Be- 
holder of thoſe Vanities. The Reader # refer'd to the Books 
mentioned fos further ſatufation ; I must but very briefly 
Supgeſt a few things here. , | | 

.. I. Stage-Plays had their Original from thoſe Devil-Gads. 
Whom the Gentiles Worſhiped. Toe Infernal Spirits did ex- 
preſly. command that men ſhould uſe ſuch Recreaticns, which 
we may be ſure they would never have done, were not ſuch, 
aan A 2 Paitimes 
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The PREFACE. : 
Paſtimes diſpleaſing to God, and dangerous to the Souls of Mem: 
Auftin (de Civitate Dei Lib. 4. Cap. 26.) Relates that Titus 
Latinus mas by a Dzmon told that be ſhould declare to the 
Senate that they ought to renew their Stage-Plays; He neg- 
leting to deliver by Meſſage, was again by the Dzmon cal- 
led upen ; and a Third time ; the I] ue was, that Stage-plays 
were revived more then ever. Valeſius (a rich Roman) ha- 
ving Prayed to by Houſhold Gods for the Recovery of bus 
Children, who were dangerouſly fick of the Peſt:lence, he was 
by them bidden to give them Water to drink taken from beſide. 
the Altar of Pluto; which having done, they recovered, and 
the Infernal Spirits required him in way of Gratitude to Cee 
lebrate Night Plays. See Polydor. Virgil de Invent. Rerum, 
Lib. 4. Cap. 14. But that Scenical Interludes bad no better 
an Original then what has been mentioned, is further mani<- 
feſt from the Tcſtimeny of Tertulliav, de SpeCtaculis, Cap. 5. 
4,10, 24. Cl-mens Alexandrinus ; Orat ad Gentes. Arnobi+ 
us adverſns Gentes, Lib. 5. LaCtantius de vero cultu Cap. 9, 
ac de O,igine Erroris Cap. 8 Auſtin de Civitate Dei, Lib. 1. 
Cap. 32. Valerius Maximus, Lib. 12. Cap. 1. Hence An« 
cients call ſuch Theaters, the Devils Temples, and Stage 
Plays, the Devils Lectures, and the Aftors in them, the De- 
vils chief Factors. Tertullian z h# Book de SpeCtaculis, Cap. 
25. ſpeaks of 'a Woman, that upon her going to ſee a Stage 
Play was immediately p ſſeſſed with the Devil, and the Evil 
Spirit being in a way of Exorciſm Expoſtulated with , for 
Entring into one that profeſſed Chriſtianity, he anſwered that 


be had juſt cauſe to do it, for ſaid be, In meo Inveni, I found 


ber in my own Ground. where I have Dominion. 
2. For Men who call themſelves Chiiſtians, to” do that 


which is contrary to their Vow in Baptiſin, muſt needs be ve- 


ry Evil. But th# # ſadly rrue concerning Stage-Plays. Bap- 
#iz2d Perſons are under Obligation to renounce all the Pomps 


of Satan; and therefore to Abhor 'and Abandon Stage-Plays, | 


tbich bear a principal part in the Pomps the of Devil. Thus 
Salvian (de provid. Dei. Lib. 6.) Argueth, In Stage-Plays 
(ſaith he) there is an Apoſtaſy from the Faith, men in Ba fiſm 
profeſs that they Renounce the Dev:/l, his Pomps and Shows ; 
Fhe D2»:l is in his Pomps and Plays. If: then thou dofſt re- 
turn to Seage-P!ays, thou doſt leave the Faith of Chrift, and 


return again to ſerve Saran. Thus did that Faithful Miniſter 


' ef God Declare and Teſtify againſt the Degenerate Chriſtians 


of that Apoitatizing Age wherein fe lived, It has been pred 
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| chat the Impleaded Interludes were at firſt Inftituted for the 


honour of Iols, and they were a ſpecial part of the Oid Ethnical 
Worſhip.” Hence for Chriſtians to take them up, ts pratti- 
cally ro Renounce the Faith and Allegiance which they promi- 


fed to the Lord in their Baptiſm. 


3- 'Tis the uſual practice of Stage- Players to make them- 
ſelves and others merry with the Vices and Wickedneſles of 
men. Now thu # certainly Evil. To ſet forth Sin Drama- 
tically or Sportfully, x inconſiſtent with that Sorrow for Sin, 
a Sin, which # cvery mans Duty. Th:Wickedneſs of other m:n 
% not to be named without deteſtation, Epheſians 5. 3- Nor 


+ to be thought on without Sorrow, becauſe of the diſhonour 


which has been dore to the Blefſed Name of God thereby, 
P/al. 119, 126, 15$. Wherefore to make ſuch things a 
matrer of Recreation and Delight, js as contrary to the Spi- 
rit of a true Chriſtian, as Darkneſs is to Light. | 

4. The Natural Effects of S:age-Plays haye been very per- 
nicious. - Not #0 ſpeak of the loſÞ of precious Time, and of 
Eſtate, which might be better Improv?d 5; Multitudes (eſpects 
ally of Dung Perſons) have thereby been Corrupted and ever- 
laftingly Rumed. When they bave ſ*en a lively Ropreſentation 
of Wickedneſs on the Stage, their Minds haye been Vituated, 


and inſtead of learning to hate Vice (1s u Vainly pretended): 


they bave learned to prattice it. Seneca could ſay that nothing 
has a greater tendency to Corrupt good M.inners, then to be 


| at theſe Spectacles. It's a ſad,O->ſervation which ſome have 


made, that Perſons who bave been Corrupted by Stage-Plays, 
are ſeldom, and with much difjculty Reclaimed. A more 
woful and effettual Courſe. to Debaueh the Yumg Generation, 
Satan bimſelf cannot eaſily d-viſe. I remember Auſtin in his 
Confefſion (Lib. 6. Cap. 8.) Reports concerning Alipius (4 
very hopeful Young Man whom he had a great Afﬀ-Aion for) 
That he was much Importuned by fome of his Acquaintance, 
to go along with them to ſee a Smord-P'ay. He at firſt 
denied to go along with them, but at laſt to pleaſe them he 
conſented ; -only refolved that he would keep his Eyes ſhut as 
long as he continued on the Stage : but one of the Fencers 
being ſmitten ſo as to fall, the SpeCtators gave a ſhout, at the 
hearing of which, A/ipiu5 opened his Eyes. And then (faith 
Auſtin) he was ſtruck with a deeper Wound in his Son!, then 
the other was in his Body ; ſo that he fellmore miſerably then 
the Sword-Player had done, whoſe fall cauſed the might 
ſhout of the People. He no m_ ſaw another Mans Blood, 
_-_ . 3 but 


The PREFACE." 
but at the very Inſtant drank down a kind of Seqrgeneſ's 
being much taken with the Barbarouſneſs of the Sword-Fight, 
and made Drunk with that Bloody Paſtime. Nor was he 
now the Man he was when hefirft came thither, but became 
an entire Companion of them, who brought him to the The- 
ater. He was ſo Inflamed with it, and' carried' home with * 
him ſuch a meaſure ot Madneſs, as that he came another 
time, nay ran before them who firſt enticed him, and haled 
on others to do ſotoc. And in this courſe continued a long 
time, but God was pleaſed at laſt by a ftrong_and merciful 
Hand to Convert him. © Tous far s Auſtins Relation, by. 
which we ſee how dangerous it us for Perſons (eſpecially young 
Ones) to go to aStage-Play, or to behold a Sword-Fight'; 
God may be provoked thereby to give them up to walk tm the 
ways of their Heart, and in the jight of their Eyes. The Em- 
perour Ronorius aboliſh'd all the Gladiators or Sward-Players 
in Rome. See, Grymſtons Imperial Hiſtory, P. 293. 
5. The generality of good Men, both in former and in 
Jaiter Apes, have looked ugon Seage-Plays as abominable 
Vanities. The' Fathers (as, they are called) do with one Vozce 
v2bemently Condemn them- C'emens- Alexandrinus would 
have the very memory of Stage-Plays to be aboliſhed, and he 
files them the Chairs of Peſtilence, and concludes that 1t 6 
not Lawful for Chriſt ans to be preſent at ſuch Plays. LaCtan- 
tius ſazth of. them, That they are the greateſt Inſtigations to 
Vice, and the moſt Powerful: Inſtrument to corrupt the minds 
of Men, and ought therefofe to þe wholy aboljſh'd amongſt 
Chriſtians. Hierom _ declared concerning abem, That they 
are lewd Inventions,” by which the Devil uſeth to gain innu+ 
merable companies of Evil Men to himſelf ;. And: he ſaith, 
That in places where the Goſpel prevailed, Stage-Plays and 
Play-H:uſes went down ; mbence the Heathen complained of 
the T.mes of Chriſtianity as unhappy Times. ' Chryſoſtomn 


faith, That nothing brings the Qrdinances 'of God into.Cons 


tempt 'fo much as theſe Plays, and that Gods Qrfinances 
wili do the Man. ro good, that ſhall he a Spe&4ror of ſuch 
Vanities. Bur I forbear mentioning other Teflimenies againſt 
the Impl-aded Interludes, Not to be preſent at a Stage-Play 
gras of old a Charatter of a Chriſtian, wþerely ſuch were dif 
cerned from other Men. Y. Tertullian - de SpeCtaculis, Cap 
24. 38, 42. And Auſtin deSymbolo ad Catechum. Lib.4.Cap.r4- 
Inx thoſe days they would not Baprixe any Perſon, that ſhou 
be ſo much as aBehalder, much leſ5 one that ſhould be an ARarſ” 
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The PREFACE. 
ina Joes Diky. Tea, if Chriſtians gid ford their preſence 
at fuch Stage-Plays, they were by the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutt- 
ons fudged as guilty of a Crime deſerving no leſs then Excom- 
munication.” 'V, Clement, Conſtitnt. Apoſtol. Lib. 8. Cap.32- 
Þn the ' Countczl at Arles in France, Anno: 314. And in the 
Eleberine Councr! im Spain, Anno. 305, it rs dzcreed that 
StagesPhayers ſhall be Excommunicated out of the Society of 
Chriftians. The like # to be ſeen in many other Ancient Corgt- 
cils, which for Brevities ſake FOmit. As for Pagano-Chriſti- 
ans, & Dr. More rightly calls chem (I mean Papiſts) they Ex- 
cuſe, plead for, and praftiſe theſe Vanities. Nevertheleſs, a- 
mmyſt them Bonaventure, Cellotius, and Rovenius reflet wup- 
on Aiftrionical Plays as Evil things. Nay, the Council of Trent 
does not abſolutely, but with ſome Reſtritions approve of then. 
Since th: Reformation, Proteſtant Divines haves abund:mely 
Teftified againſt ſuch Recreations, as in themſelves Evil. Sg. 
Martyr, Freti Danzns, Rivet, and many others. In the 
Diſezpline of the R-formed Churches in France, Anno. 1571. 
I find theſe Words, It ſhall not b= Lawful to affiſt at Co- 
medies,” Tragedies, and other Interiudes, Plays of Manners, 
and -other Plays repreſented publickly or privately, becauſe 
a all times they have been prohibited amongſt Chriftians as 
cauſing Corruption of good Mannets. oy 

In a National Synod a: Dort in Holland, Anno. 1578. 
and in ſeveral Provincial Councils there, ſuch Interludes are 
condemned. Voetius (in Diſput. Select. Part. 4. Page 376) 
Declares that Stage-Plays had been quite Baniſhed out of the © 
City of Utreck, and other places, and not practiſed for many 
Tears ; Yet that ſome of the Senators did againſt the ſerious 
and ſolemn obteſtations of Chrits Miniſters, ſuffer them to be 
revived, Anno. 1662. And be ſaith, that thoſe Comedies 
were forerunners of the Diſmal Tragedies which follew:d with= 
in two Tears after in reſpe& of the Sword ani P:ſlilence, 
mnbhereibith the Land was viſited. The Lord in Merey Frans 


that New-England m1y n2v2r ſee Comedics attend:d with 


the like Tragedies. 

Bat if 1 ſhould Enlarge on theſe things, this Porch would be 
rog."ig for the ſmall Building it ſtands befie, Nevertheleſs, 
ele Talk which paſſeth amony ſt ſome Vain Perſons, concerning 
a Miy-Pole which they intended to ſet up when the Time (hall 
come, conſtrains me to add one word concerning that, The's 
Sports are the very ſame with the Old H:athens, Antheſtiſia, 
Floralia, or Laurentinalia, which ſome Chriftian Emperours 
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The PREFACE. 
did utterly aboliſh. They are obſerved not:only after the ſama 
manner, but at .the ſame time of the rar with the P. 
Floraliz ;- which had from the grme of their Celebration th ( 
Name of Majama, or May-Games, gtven to them. Hence 1s }- 
that of the Poet, Exit et in Majas Feſtum Flotale Calendags } ©, 
Ovid. Faſt. Lib. '4. The beſt Authors give thu account con« | 
cerning May-Poles, and t 


os 


Plays attending them , There 
'was a prodigious Strumpet, whoſe Name was Flora, who by 
Harlotry had gained a vaſt ſum of Money. bequeathed 
ber whole Eftate ſo.Infamouſly gotten, to the People of Rome, 
only deſired, and it was agreed to by the Senar, that once 
in a Year (viz. .in the Month; of May) Plays and -Dan» 
ces might be inflitates in Honour to that great Whore. ; Thx 
v the Original of May-Games. And from bence n it, that 
May-Poles are adorned. with Flowers and Garlands. See 
Lactantjus de falſa Religione, Lib. 1. Polydor.. Virgil. Lib. 5. 
Cap. 2. Hoſpinian de Origine Feftorum, p, $., It would cauſ# 
me too far to exceed; the Limits of a Preface, if I ſhould pro- 
duce the bs (perm of Ancjent and Modern Diyines againſt 
thi wicked Vanity. T therefore deſift at preſent. It is an 
abominable ſhame, that any Perſons in a Land of ſuch-Lighe 
end Purity as New-England has been, ſhould have the Face ig 
ſpeak or think of praftiſing ſo vile a piece of Heatheniſm, - 


. . October 30, 168%, 


\ 


A AE 4X # ds * WL 


She 
LATTLAIFAMITAIANAELY. 
A Teſtimony againſt ſeve- 
: ral-Prophane and Super- 
_- ſtitious Cuſtoms, &c. 


ee. A 


CO a- _— —_— ——_ ” 


_— 


CHAPTER I. 


Againſt Health-Drinking. The Definition of an 

+; Health. Reaſons to. prove the Unlawfulneſs of 
Healthing: That Prattice is among ſt the Reliquey 
of Heatheniſm - 7*t wart its firſt Inſtuution 
abominably '[dolatrovs. Its Original « from 
Hell. , ?T# an: occaſion of much Sin. Healths 
Drinking as «ſ#ally prattiſed, #5 474ainſt Charity, 
Juſtice, . «74 Reaſon. Wiſe, Sober and good 
Men have.utterly condemned it. Tie Tremendous 

Judgments of God upon Notorious Heatneis not to 
” ſtughted. Sevgral Pleas for Healthing anſwer- 
£Ge ,' -. 1 * ++" } . 


IT has been made a Queſtion by ſome, hy may nat 
Chriſtians Drink or Pledge Healths ? Is there any Sin 
in ſuch a Practice which hath been uſed by the genera- 
lity of Mankind, Time out of miad 2 Now. that we 
| may not miſtake in ftating the Controver(s, it will he 
F needful toenquire intothe Nature and Definition of an Health. 
I 1 ſhall not Enumerate, . nor am I willing to Defile my Pen 
$ with-.mentipning the curſed Myſteries and Ceremonies obſer- 


his 
ſcribed enough of them. An Health is not mearly ones 
faying when he Drinks to another, that he wiſhe:h the.Health 
of ſuch a Perſon preſent cr abſent ;Þ Nevertheleſs, where Fo 
uſing 


Lib. 1. 
ing t | 
ved bp Fe Health-Drinkers, .. Jah. Fred. Mateneſius (4) (a) Cap.. 


de Ritu Bibendi ſuper Sanitate Magnatum, has y. $9, 


£9 


(2) 


uſing of. ſych ,Expreſſions proves. any. way offenſive, J 
ſore Tutius eft abſtinere, it is Charity to forbear them. "But 
an Health y that which doth Oblige men to Drink. ſuch 
quantity of Liquor, «s an Indication of their Praying for the 
Health or Proſperity of ſuch 4 Perſon, or of ſuch « A 
According to this Deſcription, we conceive, That a Chri-: 
al 


ſtidn ogght not, nor can he without Sin againft God, either 
Pledge or Drink an Health. And the more eſpeci ſons 
which ſway our Conſriences in. this matter, are theſe follow- 
ing. | 
1. Chriitians ought nor to retain any Remainders of Hea- 
theniſm. Ttis confeſſed by all, that as to Natural Actions 
which belong to men as men; it doth not follow, that becauſe 
the Heathen have ſo practiſed it of Old, that Chriftians who 
ſucceed them may not. do the ſame things. But in Ceremo-; 
fiies and things of a Religious Nature, they are not'to be 
imitated. 'To Dedicate a Cup, or Conſecrate an (Health, is 
not an Aftion purely Natural or Moral. The Worldly and 
Vain Cuſtoms of the Gentiles are not to. be taken up by ſuch: 
as profeſs themſelves to be the Servants of. the True in 
Chriſt. The Holy Scriptures do clearly, exprefly, and abun- 
dantly prohibit all Symbolizing with the Heathens, Levie.20, 
23. Tou ſhall not walk in the manners of | the Nations. See 
alſo Chap. 18. v.2,3. and Fer. 10.2, Learn not the way 0 
the Heathen. Pſal. 106. 33. They were mingled among the 
Heathen, and learned their Works. Ezek, 11. 12, You bave 
done after the manner of the Heathen that are round about 
you: Matth. 6. 7. Uſe not, &e. as the Heather: do. Rom. 
12.2. Be not conformed to thu World, Eph. 2.2. Int 
paſt you walked according to the Courſe of this World: And 
Chap.4. 17. This theridor IT fay and Teftify in the Lord, that 
henceforth you walk not as other Gentiles wah in the Vanity @ 
their Mind. 1 Pet.1. 14. | As Obedient Chiltren, not fa- 
feioning your ſelves according to the former Luſts, in your 
Iencrance. And Verſe 18. Redeemed from your vain Comver 
ton, received by Tradition from your" Fathers. - And Chap 
4. 3: The times paſt of our Lives may ſuffice us to have 
Prought the W.ll + theGentiles. I have produced theſe Scrip 
tures to' prove that there ought to be a difference betweett 
Chriſtians and other men; And that Non-Conformzrty to the 
Keatheniſh cuſtoms of the World 'is by the Lord 'himfelf en4 
Joyned upon all his Servants.” But that the impleaded Health 
ing was not firſt practiſed amongft the People of Gad, . 2. 
C mer 
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(3) 

; | ther Chriſtians or Jews of Old, is paſt all difpute 5 Learned 

43 men, who have written on this Subject, ſhewhow itis amongſt 

the R-/1qgies of Paganiſm, which has through the Papacy ex- 

'onerated it felf into the fink of a decaying World, Inftead of 

'miany, I ſhall only prodnce Auſtin's Teſtimony, which does 

ſufficiently. confirm what has been afſerted. (5) His words (b) De 

are theſe, I/a fada E& infelix Conſuetudo, per quam grands Tempore, 

Menſurs, fine Menſurg, ſolent bibere, de Paganorum obſerva- S$erm.131s 

tone remanſit ; . Ided tanquam Venenum Diabols de weſtris 

Conviviss reſpuatis. That filthy and unhappy Cuſtom (faith 

Auſtin) of Drinking Healths is a Relique of Paganiſm, and 

let Chriſtians banifh it from their Feaſts and Tables, as the 

Poylon of the Devil- Thus has: the great Auſtin expreſſed * 

himſelf above 1200 years ago. Healtk-Drinkers may call 

him a Phanatrc, if they pleaſe. 

' . 2. That Praftice which was inits firſt Inſtitution abomina- 

bly Tdolatrows, and which has ſtill in it an appearance of Ido- 

-latry, ought nor at all to be uſed amongſt Chriſtians. "The 

firſt and great Commandment. of the Moral Liw confirms 

this Propoſition ; and fo do all thoſe Scriptures which require 

men- to flee from Idolatry, and not to tolerate any _Remain- 

ders or Rem:mbraiices of 1dolatry amongft them ; The Holy 

Word of God abounds with Precepts of this nature: - See P/al. (c) £ - 

- 26. 4. 14.2. 18.'Nepb. 1.4 1 Cor. 10. 14.1 Theſ” 5: 22.) But ©2%-Dipo- 
this Healthing wasin its firſt Inſtitution abominably Idolatrous. 22? De laZo 

No manthathas made it his concern by Reading to-enquire in- Cap. I. O- 

to theſe things, can be Ignorant, that the Heathen, who were {4% Mg- 

the firſt Healthers, did at their Feaſt Drink an H auſtum $4- 7% Lbs 
lutis, firſt (c) to their Gods, and then to their Patrons and 15: Cape 

Friends, Particularly ,” They had one Cup 'which was 57: 44; 

Tloghe:or $3; owwrng®@, An Health to Fove ; - another that "_ A 

was 9% da08 iarG>, which did imply a Prayer to Foy- 41'*X- Gen- 

tune——Te, Fortuna, Deam facimus, Clog; locamus ; than Deer. |. 5. 

which there cannot be more hateful Idolatry, From Ethmc's ©: 2 Bui: 

fome Idolatrizing Chr:ſtszans have learned to Drink Healths linger &e 

to: Angels, and tothe Souls of departed Saints ; But ſhallmen ©9291v775 

that profeſs the True Religion, do any thing that ſhall ſeem 1: 3-©- 34- 

to be aSymbolizing with'ſtieh Idolaters > The Health- Dripker D*12/ter- 

ſeemsto Worſhip the Object' of that Health. Fabio, Sacrum 4119; lib. 

G:bavit Honorema.* Tt is well faid by (d) Biſhop Hal, That an 5- ©®P- 39- 

Healther by this Forms of Ceremonious quaſfing, does make (4) b 9#0 

himſelf a Benſt, while he makes a God of others. And do Pads. 

pot thoſe Ceremonics of purring off the Hat, and: Kneeling, S:Ct. Als , 

_ © ha | "1; | | frequently P- 685+ 


(4) 
Frequently practiſed by Health-Drinkers intimate ſome kind 
of Adoration? Beſjdes, for any man to make his Drinks 

to ſignifie an Invocation of the Name of God, or to be + 

Amen of a Prayer, declaring his Deſires that ſuch a Perſon 
way haye Health, is Superſtition, and falls under the Idola- 
try forbidden in the Second Commandment. An Hz-alth is 


indeeda Profane Sacrament. Hence are thoſe words of Am- * 


-broſe, Quid memorem $Sacramenta ! Bibamns pro Salute Im- 
peratorum. Amongſt the Gentiles of old, Healthing did im- 
.ply Sacrifice and Prayer. 


3- That which had its Original from Hell, ſhould not be | 


/ prattiſed by Chriſtians, whoſe Coverlinies ought to be in Hed« 
ven. This is fo clear a Propoſition, as that I ſhall not uſe 
ordsto confirm it, He muſt be an Atheiſt to a Prodigy 


that ſhall contradict it. But che Impleaded Healthing had its 


"Original from Hell. This is not my fingle Apprehenfion. 

t ) Lege Very Learned and (+) Judicious writers affirm that the 
(+) Fe5 Devil hjaaſelf was the firſt Author, Inftitutor, and Inventor 
de Santes, of Health-Drinking. It was in its firſt riſe uſed as a Drink- 


- 


Offersng to Satan. There were among the Jews of old, 


Drink-offerings poured - out to the True and Holy God, bey 
ing part of the Ceremonial Worſhip, once of Divine Inftitu- 


tion. Gen. 35- 14+ Exod. 29, 40, 41. And a Cup of Healths - 


Plal.115.15. IMYI2YDN5 which in their ſolemn Thankſgiv- 

(e) Farchi. ings the Maſter-of the Feaſt (e ) holding in his hand before 
V. Medi «- the Lord, did praiſe 'him '+for all his Salvations. And -in 
peraf.q83. ( f) imitation hereof, Satan who takes Pleaſurein Corrupting 
(t)Voetum the Worſhip of God, and arrogates to himſelf a Divine Ser- 
Diſp. Sel. vice,: cauſed the Blind Gentiles, (whoſe God he was ) to hos 
art.g. ubi novr him with Healths and Drink<offerings. In'thoſe Dark 
de Sentes and Diſmal Ages which paſſed before the Sun of Righteouſe 


P. 500. neſtaroſe over the Earth, all the Nations of the. Word ( ex- | 


Matene- cepting I/-ae! ) worſhipped the Dragon. And Hzalths were 
_ bop. 53. one part of that Sacrifice and Service which the Gentiles ho- 
| * nonred Bzelzebub with, The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ehe Cup of 


2vils x Cor. 10.21. Amongſt the Devils Cups there was a . 
Poculum in Delibatumi ( as Minutius Felix calls it ) out of. 
which they drank to their Gods, and by ſaluting them in that : - 


way, manifeſted a Religious Adoration of thoſe Infernal 
(g) In ſpirits. Cherſias in Plutarch ( g ) intimates that the great 


Conviv. Gad Fupiter (and we know who was the Jupiter worſhippeUl | 


feptem $4- by the . Heathen ) made a Feaſt for the Inferior Gods, and 
| prencum, poured Wine intq a Cup, and enjoyned them in a — 


= 
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(5) 
Drink it off.  Bafil in one of his ( þ) Sernions, ſheweth 
that the Heathen Grecks had in their Feafts.,a- Maſter ©6f 
Healths ; One that ſhould ſee that each of the Guefts did drink 
off the Cup of Wine preſented to him in his Courſe and Or= 
der, And of this Law { faith he ) the Devil himſelf ras the 
Author. And hence it comes to paſs that Satan is ſo much 


. delighted with Healths,; He may well, when Homage is done 


to himſelf thereby. He rejoiceth to ſee miſerable Mortals 
taken with that which was his Device, invented on purpoſe to 
Debauch mankind, and as an Engine for their Deſtruction. 
I omit here that which Delrio and ( 7 ) others have related 
from the Confeflions of ſundry detected M.gicians, viz. that 


in the Conventicles and Feſtivals of Witches they are wont to ſupr. C. Cy , 


carouſe Healths in honour to Bee/zebuyb and his Inferior Ca- 


codemons. 

4A, It s the unqueſtionable Duty of every Chriſtian to avoid 
the” Occaſions of Sin as much at may be. The Command+« 
ment which foibids ſfuch-a Sin, requires that men, take heed 
of the Occafions and Temptations leading thereunto. Prov. 
b- & 23.31. Ejh.5.1i1. A Chriſtian ought not only to 

un the Occafions of Sin himſelf, but to be eareful not to caft 
an Occafion of finning before his Neighbour. This is that 
Scandalizing or Giving Offence to others which the Holy 


horas, 


(i) Mare? 


neſius bs 


Scriptures do fo 'often cantion men againſt. Scandalum eff 


quod induftivum Peccati, He that is drawn into Sin, is of- 
fended and made to fall, Chriſtians ought ' not to omit a 
Duty, left others ſhould from thence take Occaſion to fin ; 
but they ſhoula forbear many Indifferent things, when the 
Practice of them will, become an « ccafion of Evil, Rem. 14. 

The holy Apoſtle faith, If meat, make my Brother 


S, 


20, 21. 
to ofent I will eat no Fleſh while the World ſtands, leſt I . 


make, my Brother. to Offend, 1. Cor. 8. 13. ſuppofing what 
muſt not be granted, that the Drinking of an Health is in it 
ſelf of an Indifferent nature ; Nevertheleſs, if it hecome an 
Occaſion.of much Sin, that Practice ought to be wholly laid 
aſide... But that the impleaded Healthing has .occafioned a 

old of Iniquity to be committed needs no Proof. It oc- 


| | cafions Gods name to be Diſhonoured with reſpect to the 


Abuſe of his Creatures, and fo is a Breach of the Third/Com- 
mandment, It has occaſioned the Sin of -, Drankenneſs more 
Aha a thouſand millions of Times. When wicked men intend 
a Debauch, they are wont to begin with an Health. Fendebin 


" teſtifieth that among the Germans, they fet an Health a go» 


, MJs 


he, 
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"_ - 30/2," Edrieracds conciliande gratia, that fo, they may have £. 

; Drunken bout. 'The Ancients have called Healthing, The De- | 

: . vils ſhoving-horn whereby be draws on Drunkewneſi. The: 

th) Caf moſt Judicious Amer (4) obſerves, that it is one of the My-"! 
Conſe. 1. 3: ſteries of Bacchus whereby men are artificially and cunningl 

" 5. > drawninto.an Exceſ of Drinking. And it has been the Ca p. 

©: If'* off infinite Quarrels. The rude Complement 'of the old 

( 1G augn- Health-drinkers in Polonta, (! ) was, Aut mihi prebibe, aut" 

nius de Ro mecumarmy decertato, . Thereis too much of that Genius in" 

bus Polon, 12any Healthers ſtill. : It would be Endleſs to ſpeak of all the 

| Vain words, Cenſures, and wicked Reproaches, nay Oaths 

and Blaſphemies, which have been the natural and woful fruit 

. _ of Health-Drinking. - ; | | 

- - $. Healthing, 4 uſually praftifed, u againſt the Rules of 

Charity, Juſtice, and Reaſon. - He that puts another upon 

Drinking ſuch a, quantity of ſtrong Liquor, when perhaps he: 

has enough.and too tyuch already, does not ſhew that Chari-: 

ry Either to his Neigbours Soul or Body which the Rule re- 

quires. And Jo to him that giveth by Neighbour drink : 

chat puts by Bottle to- bim and makes. bim drunk alſo, Habs. 

2. 15. Men pretend Charity to another-in Drinking his 

Health, whereas many times thereby. they Deſtroy their own. 

and their Neighbours tov. That witty Epigrammar:ſt faith 

(m) Owen rue, (Mm). - | 


( 
. 
' 


part.1. 1.2. Ea Baka; Ws t bf 1 
«*Tn4z Salus Sani nullam*potare Salutem, 
EPS 42: © wh Salus. 


& Non et in pot; vera $ 


And equal Draughts of Wine impoſed on all perſons are conz. 
tray to the Rules of Diſtributive Juſtice. . That may be Be- 
neficial to one that wonld be Banefull to another, according; 
to the Tempers or Diſtempers of mens Bodies. And it is; 
an unjuſt and, Tyranriical Invaſion on the Liberty which be- 
longs to every one both as a Man and as.a Chriſtian, when 
he is obliged to Drink more, than his preſent, Appetite in-' 
clines him unto. * And it is againſt Reaſon for a man to drink; 
For anothers Health. Suppoſe he ſhould be required to Eat a: 
Pound -of Fleſh, or of Cheeſe, when he is not Hungry, and, 
that for the Health of+his Friend, How Irrational would the 
Prop6fal be ? And it js no better when a man that is nct a-; 

js required to Drink a Pint of -Liquor for anothers; 
| dk th, This'is worſe | then brutiſh Folly. An Ox or an; 
SE 6. gd; ores 
e: . 


; 


(7) 


Horſe-will not drink more then ſufficeth Nature. A Learn- 
ed (n ) man relates a Facetious Paſſage corcerning a notori- 
ons Health-drinker, who having continued drinking Healths #5 | 
yo the honour of Saint Fobn, till his Wits were wet-ſhod; as ſupr.y.$0a 
he returtied home, riding through a Brook, he bad his Hoxſe ex Bu. 
aritik tothe Honour of Saint Fohr, but the Beaſt not being £Þ10. 
thirfty, would drink nothing. And the Drunken man had fo 
much Reaſon left in him as to confeſs, Ceree 
ſapientior,that his Horſe that would drink no Healths,was wiſer 
| then his Maſter. 


wus oft me 


| r. Nuant) melior Ebrioſis Cany 65 Aſinus, 
aid Chyſoſtom of old in one of his Homilies. When Gla-= 
reanus was irtportuned by ſome to drink more then he had 


(n) Voeris 


an Appetite unto, (os) He put them off with that Anſwer, (s) Mate- 


Num 3#o Cane inſiprentiorem ne vults ? A Brute has more nefius Lats 
C. 10, 


Wit then to do ſo. 
6. That which Wiſe, Sober,but eſpecially Good men, have 


gtterly diſliked, may well be ſuſpefied as Evil, and Chriſtians ' 
ſhould be careful how they comply with ſuch a Praftiſe, But 


this is true of Health-drinking. Some of the wiſeſt men in 
the World have manifeſted their great Diſlikethereof. Charles 

he Great made a Law to puniſh ſuch of his Souldiers as 
Nhould Compel or Invite any to drink an Health. Likewiſe 
the Emperors ( p) Maximnulian and Charles V. did ſeek to 
Reform that Evil Cuſtome, emitting Edicts for the Puniſh- 


"ment of ſuch 2s ſhould be found guilty of it, and exhorting Rerum 
Authors are general- German. 


' Miniſters to preach againſt it. Popi 


(p) Bears 


©) 


1y lax Caſuiſtz, yet ſome of them have had ſo much of Me- 1b. 2. 


rality in them, as to write againſt the Impleaded Healthings. 
$o does Foh. Fred. Mateneſius, withal re ecting 
teſtant P rofeſſion, 


that go under that Name. But he might have confidered that 


on the Pro- 
cauſe Healths are fo rife amongſt thoſe 


Papsſts are no leſs guilty. Alſo, San#ius, Serrarius, Leſſi- 
4s, Baenartius, Canonbierus, Chavaſſius, notwithſtanding their 


being Papiſts, have diſliked this Heatheniſk Cuſtom. Yea, 


without giving due Satisfaction for his offence. And not on- 
ly Chriſtians but moral Heathens have baniſht Healths, from 
their Tables, and out of their Feaſts. We have one great in- 

ſtance of it recorded in the Scripture. 
When Ahaſuerus made a mighty Feaſt, according, tothe 
Baateof theEwperor of Perge,the Qrinking was accordingto 
the 


Popelnnocent III. (4) made a Decree againſt it, withal or- (4) C\tan 
dering, that if any of the Clergy ſhould be proved guilty of ce Mate- 
--Healthing, He ſhould be ſuſpended ab Officio &5 Beneficio, n/io p.3+ 


# 
* 


* noch 
, , l 


the Law. None did c l, for ſo had the King appointed th 
all the Officers of by hou, that they Nould Je according t 
_ every mans Pleaſure, Efther 1. $. . Lyra ( a Chriſtianize 
Jew) in his Commentary on thoſe words does juſtly inveigl 
| againſt the Health-drinkzng praCtiſed by Chriſtians. And wel 
may he, when there are, Perſians and Heathens to. riſe up 
/ | .-- f. Judgment againft them. | Thezyv4a0maie of the Licentions 
{r) de Le- Greeks wasonce diſliked by the Grave Romans ; Tully (r) write 
pibus Lib, that Circimpotation (1. e. Health-drinkng ) was abrogated by 
2. props e Roman Laws.” ' Aſterwards indeed they did relapſe inte 
fiem. that vice again, as bad 4x eyer. Yet ſome of their Poets did 
: — reprove it, ſtyling the Rites about Health-drinking 
7) Horae, (5 ) Mad Laws. ' I pretermit otbet Inftances of men whe 
, Lib, had only th# Light of Nature to direct them,” and yet looked 
2. Sat. 6, vpon this Healthing as an unreaſonable Cuſtom , and « t 
'E | Which had a tenflency to corrupt good manners.0© @ ,* 
(t) nhby He that would fee more may peruſe _ {9 Prin (+ 
Healths has written on this Subject. But men truly fearing God hay 


Sickneſs, - much more abominatefl thisill Cuftom. The Scripture faith 
*P- 40, 41." Falk in the way of Good men, and in the Path of the Repl 
And in by teous, Prov.'3. 26. -*Are the greateſt. Healtherg 200d 
Hiftrio= men? Would any one be willing to have his Soul gathered 
maſtix, with theirs when he niuſt leave this World 2 Sound OQhrifti 


ans"in-the primitive Times were no Health-drinkers, It i 
indeed manifeſt by one of Nazianzens Orations, againſt 7 
lian, that forme looſe Chriſtians. in thoſe” days did driiik 
the in a Pretended Hohout to Chriſtianity, as the Pa 
$ns did "to their Gods, and great ones. '' And we ſee by wha 
- Arftin complains of,' that 'fome would drink at the Sepuichers 
' . © of the Martyrs in Honour to 'them;* Thongh in truth, they 
could not reproach the Marfyrs and Chriſtianity more then 
by thns Paganizing. But (the | Serious 'arid, True Primitive 
Chriſtians refuſed Healths, for which the Heathen exclaimed 
* againft them, as if they ' wanted due Deyotion'to their Em 
perors. Hence 'the *Ancjent and Famous Teachers in the 
Chriſtian Church have teſtified againft this Iniquitv.' So Cle: 
mens Alexandriniz;  and' Baſil amongſt the Greek Fathel 
( as they uſe to be ſtyled.) So Ambroſe, Arſtin, and Feron 
| ﬀt thc Latins, whole {ayings are largely recited by M| 
Prim, Mr. Bolton, and others. And amongſt modern Prg 
teftant Divines it were eafie to produce a cloud. of Witneſſes 
in.this cauſe; Voerius , Ritterſhuſins, Loccenins, Teelingy 
Tffim, Crocius,' avd I know not how many beſides. X; 
Sh mon git 
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; | (9) 

mongft-our Engliſh writers, Dr. Ames ( a man for his learn- 

ed Works deſervedly famons in all Proteftant Churches) Mr. 
Downham, Mr. Bolton, Mr. Gataker, Mr, Ward, Mr. Har- 

1s, Dr. Hal, and Mr. Thomas Hall, have witnefled againſt 

this Evi: Mr. Geree has alſo publiſhed a Treatiſe diſcover- 

ing the Vanity and Iniquity of it. The late famous Judge 

Hale ('u ) made a Solemn vow to Ged that he would never (1 cj 
drink an Health as long as he lived; which vow he kept to 1/7; FH 
his dying day. * None covld prevail with Him todrivk fo munch * ? © 
as. the King's Health, though but for one time. For which 
cauſe fone indecent men unworthily charged that Noble and 
truly Loyal perſon with obſt:nacy. 

Theſe things ſufficiently prove that they are miſtaken, who 
think *that only a few Silly and Humorous men have diſ- 
approved of Healths. Some who have been Fooliſh and 
Vain to a great Exceſs, upon their growing Wiſe have utter- 
ly left their Health-drinking , with bitter Sorrow that ever 
they had been fo Fooliſh. The Repentance of Mr, Francs 
Cartwright ( mentioned by (w) Mr Bolton) was many (n) In hy 
years ago publiſhed, wherein he hath this Exprefiion, I: now pref ins 
wounds me to the Heart to think of my Drinking Heaiths. f,, wq1).. 
It may be when men come to have real Viſions of Eternity, ing ay, 
or when they lye upon” Death-beds, they will repent of this (9,7 Pag. 
their way which has been their Folly. ; 205. 

7. The tremendous Judgments of God which have befallen 
notorious Health-drinkers, are not to be ſlighted; Many An- 
thors worthy of Credit have taken notice of this. Schuſſe!- 
bergius in his ( x ) Epiſtles hath ſeveral awfal examples of (x) Citan- 
the tremedous Vengeance of Heaven which fell upon fone ze VYoetig 
wicked Scholars as they had been drinking Healths. Mr.FFard Diip. v.4- 
in his Fo to Drunkards, hath fix or ſeven Inftances of mi- p. 513. 
ferable men who died before their Time, by means of this 
Iniquity. A great Healther had once a Ring given to him 
with this Poefy in it, Drink and Dy. So has many a wret- 
ched Healther done. He hath Drunk and Dyed. Yea, 
with his Healths drunk his Soul into thoſe Flames, which {as 
' 'one ſpeaks )) ail the Occan can never quench, though he 
ſhould health it down. Memorable and feartul was that In- 
ſtance of Mr. Richard Fuxon (once a Fellow of Kings-Co:- 
ledge in Cambridge ) who as he was drinking and Hea'thing 
Ml down dead in a moment ; and his Carcaſe immediately 
ſo corrupted as that the ſtench of it was inſufferable, inſo- 

4 much that no- houſe would receive it. Alexander the ( y )(y)Dicente 
__ -- B Great Atbena?. 


_ 


(10) | 


Great killed himſelf with drinking an Health out of Hercules 
his Cup. Moſt Tragical is the Relation concerning 20 of 
(z) Came- the chief Princes in Pomerania ( 7) who were all of them 
' rar. C.12. poyſoned to Death in one day, becauſe they did not refuſe 
Cent. 12. to drink King Popelus his Health, when the Queen ( who 
had prepared the Poyfon ) urged them to it. 

But let us conſider a little the chief Plcas and Arguments 
which ave made uſe of to juftifie this ughappy Cuftom, - 

1. Some argue, If a Remembrance of an abſent Friend, when 
one drinks, « lawful, then an Health w ſo; But you are not ſo 
humorous as to ſcruple that. Anſw. The Conſequence is denied. 

' For a Remembrance and an Health are not the ſame. The 
(a) Clem. Primitive Chriſtians ( 4) had their Poculs Amicitie, which 
Alex. P#- was the ſame thing with our Drinking one to another, and 
.dag. |. 2. Remembring our abſent Friends. But they had no Healths 
62. among them, as we have ſhewed, In a Remembrance ( as 
it is called ) a man is not obliged to drink up the whole Cup. 
Nor is the Perſon to whom he drinks obliged to pledge him, 
except he ſeeth cauſe. He is left to his Liberty to Pledge 
where, and in what, and how he pleaſes, which things are 
contrary to the Laws of an Health. - A Remembrance is uſu- 
ally of Friends and Equals, when as an Health is commonly 
to Superiors. So that thefe two difler the whole Heaven 

over. - | 

2. Some excuſe the Matter by ſaying, They do not compel 
others ro Pledge them when they hink an Health. Anſwer, 
This is fo far well. I wiſh all could fay fo. Nevertheleſs, 
It ſhould be conſidered, that the very Beginning of an 
Health has ſome kind of Compulſion in it. Eſpecially when 
the Exorciſm of a Great Name is added tothe health. Eve- 

ry one hath not Puwer and Courage to withſtand the Tem- 
ptation of ſuch an Adjnration. | 

: There are who excuſe themſelves by pleading, They 

are loth to be VUncyvil, or that any ſhould take occaſion to 

rhink them moroſe and s1-humored. Anſwer, 'The Incivility 

js on their part who urge the health, and not in them whe} 

out of Conicience refuſe it. Nor will any Irgenuous perſon 

be offended at him who ſhall with Diſcretion and Modeſty 

b-; » decline Pledging an Health. It was not taken offesfively 

from that noble Stateſmian who ſaid, Þle pray for the King 

Health, and drink for my onn. Nor was the Duke of Bucks 

#nghbam diſpleaſed with Dr. Preſiox for his not complying with 

the ceremonzes of an Health, but miſliked the incivility of - 

the} \ 


ww _ ww _— 7 WO. 


— 
- 


3 FF ww ww 


ma ax Wo —_z 0 ww 


> 4 


2, 


( 11 ) 


the Perſon that would have impoſed it. Nor was Alcxander 
offended at the Philoſopher who told him, He was not trce 
to drink his Health, and that for this reaſon, becauſe he had 
ro Defire to make himſelf ſtand in need of Aſculapr|us, 
when thereby he could do 4lexander no popd. 
r 


4. It is pleaded that the famous Luther drank an Health, 
and other Good men have not /crupled it Aniw. It Luther 
did any ſuch thing upon his firſt coming oud of Popery and 
Monkery, and before he ſaw the Evil of it, none ought to 
alledge his example to juſtify an unlawtul deed. Nor is it 
certain that Luther did thus aſter his Converſion. Prote- 
ſtant writers do not acknowledge the. fact, when it has been 
objected to them. Only ſome Popiſh Authors tell a Story 
of a Prodigious Health which Luther drank to I/lebrus the 
German Antimonian. But the Papiſts have invented a thou- 


ſand lies, not only of Luther, but of Zuinglius and Calvin, 
'and other great Reformers, in Deſign to caft an odz1um up - 


on the Proteſtant Religion. Beſides, it is the pooreſt argu- 
ment that can be, Some good men have done ſuch a thing, 
therefore it is lawful. It was ſhewed before that the Gene- 
rality of Good men have declined Hezlths as Paganiſh ard 
Scandalous things. And when any Good men have indulged 
themſelves in this Practice, commonly it has been for want 
of Information , concerning the Evil of it. Had they 
known the true Original, and been convinced of the Super- 
ſtition- attending this ill Cuſtom , tkey would never have 
uſed it. Perſons well inclined will harkga to Scripture azd 
Reaſon. And it is chiefly for \the fake of ſuch that I write 
theſe things» As for ſome who are now become profane and 


_ 'debauched Healeh-drinkers, there is little br nohope of their 


Reformation. Having lived for fome time under the power- - 
ful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, but finned againſt that bic(- 
ſed Light, and alſo rebelled againſt the Light of their own 
Conſciences, it is to be feared that Gods holy Spirit has ta- 
ken his Everlaſting leave of them, never more to ftrive with 
them, but that they are in a Judicial way given up by tlie. 


Righteous and Terrible God unto a Reprobate mind, and 


hard heart. It may be God has-ſaid of them, Their Health 


.sng s their Tdol, they ave joined to it, and let them alone. 


e that is a Profane Health-drioker, let him Le an Health- 
erinker ſtill. And if ,(- Lpray that this may never be the wo= 
tu] caſe of any amongſt us; but if (o ) all-that can- be ſpoken 
or written to fuch perſons will do them no goud ; nc ſerve to 
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any other purpoſe, but only to render them the more inexcu. 
ſable before the great Tribunal at the laſt day, and to make 
Eternal Juſtice the more Illuſtrious in their condemunatioy. 
And it is a comfi r: that we know, we are unto God a ſweet 
Savour of Chriſt; not only in them that are ſaved, but alſo 
in them that periſh. Eb ES, EN 0 


po - - 


C HAP: IL. 
Azainſt Dicing, Cards, 4nd ſuch like Games. That 


-* tus ſafeſt Wholly to abſtain from them. The Lot 


tery in them makes their Lanfulneſs to be doubt- 
ful. Eminently Learned Divines have judged 
them to be in their own nature Sinful. They are of 
. Evil Report. Theres a ſecret Curſe attending 
them. They are offenſive. 41t « unqueſtionably 
Lawful to abſtain from them. As ſuch Games are 
commonly uſed, they are certainly and hainouſly 
Evil' in the ſight of God, The Evil of Playing for 
Money : and of miſ«ſpending much Precious Time in 
ſuch Vanities. © hol 
$ for Games of Hazard and Chance, ſuch az Dicing and 
LE A Cards, and ſundry Games at Tables, there are great Di- 
vines (as anon we ſhall ſhew) who judge them to be in their ' 
own nature Unlawful, Others ſuppoſe that if the Rules which 
ſhould be remembred in' all Recreations, reſpecting the 
Time, and Meaſure; and Manner, and the End of them, were 
duly obſerved, they might without Sin be uſed. Two things 
we may aſſert. 1. That it is beſt. and ſafeſt, wholly to abſtain 
from the Games mentioned.  2.. Thatias they are commonly 
practiſed, there is nauch Sin and Pravocation to God in them. 
Both theſe I ſhall endeavour to clear. My firſt Afﬀertion' is, 
That it 1s beſt and ſafeſt to. decling. all ſuch Games ;; and that 
for theſe Reaſons: _. EIS OCT | 
BEIESS ah $5200 1. There 


"ace CS 
 F. There is real weight in that Argument; commonly 
made uſe of by Divines, from the Lottery which is in the im- 

pleaded Games, to prove that they are Breaches of the Third 

Commandment, and ſo in themſelves Unlawful. It is granted, 
that there is Art and Skill mixed in . ſome of theſe Games; 

Nevertheleſs, there is a Loetery in them. . Now a Lot isa 

ſerious thing not to be trifled with ; the Scripture faith not . 

only (as ſome” would have it } of Extraordinary Lots, but of a 

Lot. in general, that che whole Diſhoſing (or Judgment) 
thereof is of the Lord, Prov. 16. 33. So that when the Lotis 


caſt, God ſits in Fudgment. The (as Mr. Cartwright (a) (a) In ls 
ſpeaks) is as Goes Deputy, who is Judge of the World, and (a) p, 


unto whoſe Providence appeal is made to decide the Que- 
tion. Mr. Perkins (who was a man of a very clear and 


accurate Judgment) well obſerves (b) that in the uſe of a (b)Caſes of 
Lot there are four things, * The firſt is a Caſual Act done Conſcien- 
« by man, as the caſting of the Die. The ſecond is the ap- ces. p. 163 


« plying of this ACt to the Determination of {ome' particular 
«* Controverſy, the ending whereof maintains Peace, Order, &5c. 
© The third is Confeflion, that God is a Soveraign Judge to 
&« end and determine things which can no other way be de- 
© termined. The fourth is Supplication, that God would by the 
© Diſpoſition of the Lot order the Event. Now from theſe 
Conſiderations, Grave and Great Divines have eſteemed all 
Lufory Lots to be Unlawful. We may not either by Words or 
- Actions invocate the Name, and make Appeals to the Pro- 
vidences of God on every trifling occalion. As an Oath or 
Prayer, fo a Lot is prophaned, when not ſolemnly uſed. A 


worthy Perſon (c) ſpeaks well to this purpoſe, when he ſaith, (c) Mr: 
What an Abomination would it be to any Chriftian to ſee a Morton 4- 
Pulpit, a Communion-Table, a Font expoſed on a Stape, or gairſt the 
the Geſtures of Worſhip aped by Players? And it is not Gaming © 
much better, when men play with Appeals to God, or make bumour, 
themſelves ſport with Lotteries. Whereas fome have affirm- p. 14. 


ed a Lot fitteſt for trivial matters, their Afſertion is very un- 
ſound. We do not find in the Scripture, that ever a Lot 
was made uſe of, except in matters of great weight, either 
in themſelves, or in reſpect of their Conſequences ; ſometimes 
When the matter has not been great in it ſelf, yet to prevent 
endleſs Contentions and Controverſies, a Lot has been uſed 
amongſt the Lords People of Old, Lev. 27. 32. Prov. 18. 18. 
but not. in matters of Diſport. The very Gentiles them- 
ſelves thought there was a Ts Th2;on, ſomething Divine in a 
B 3 Lot, 
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Lot, as is manifeſt from J-4h 1.59. They concluded that 
ſome Numen or Drity muſt needs direct their Chance, which 
(beirg ignorant of the True God) they did ſuperſtitiouſly 
aſcribe to' Fortune. Ard donot Gamefters at this day nſe to' 
fay; They'll try their Fortune : And that they had bad Luck, 
that Fortune mas againſt them, and the like Paganiſh Ex- 
prefſions, by which nevertheleſs they acknowledge a Director 
of the Chance, This muſt be either God, which if they 
confeſs, the can'e is yielded, or a Good Angel by his directi- 
on ; or an Evil Angel, unto whom they will not own that 
Tiey make any Appeals, or owe any Subjection. He that 
makes uſe of a Lot, wholly commits his Afﬀair to a ſuperior 

' Cauſe then either Nature or Art, therefore unto God. But 
this ought not to be done in a Sportfal Luſory way. * 

2. Prattices, which eminenly Learned!y Divines and Holy 
Miniſters of God, who are moſt likely to know the Truth, have 
looked 'upm as Sinful, it s beſt and ſafeſt to abſlain from 
chem. But this is true of the Games in queſtion. I know that 

, Popiſh Caſuiſts {who in matters of Morality, as well as in 

matters of Faith, are many times corrupt) do juſtify the im- 

pleaded G1mes as Lawful. So Toler, 4 Lapide, Delrio, and 

. Others. Yet Papiſts will not allow- of ſuch Games in Eccle- 

(4) Tgnati- 3ftical Perſons, One of them (4) maintains it to be a Mortal 
us L0pe;- Sin for a Clerg'-man to play at Cards and Dice. Several 
Councils have wal1eit a Crime worthy of Excommunication, 
for a Clergv-men either to Practiſe or to be preſent at ſuch. 

Games. Not only the Canonical, but the Civil Law of O!d 

Lib. 2. 0 frigmatized them. Amongſt the Ancients they are re- 
() 12. 3- proved with great ſeverity, particularly by (e) Clemens Alex- 
FI F andrinw, (f) Chryſtom, (ge) Cyprian, (h) Ambroſe, (i) Au- 

() Kher * ſtin. As for our great Reformers, they have generally-con- 

ow ; p demncd ſuch Games, as in themſelves unlawful. So Murr, 

(g)Ep'ſt.de Gaulter, Rivet, Taffin, and Danens, who has written a 

"ng 97- Learned Difconrſe on this Sybjet. The Dutch and French 

| WD 7,, Miniſters of the Reformation, do generally diſapprove of theſe 

(4 5 *® Games; and fo do our Engliſh Divines : In ſpecial Mr. Cart- 

— 4 wright » Mr. Perkins, Dr. Ames, Mr. Fenner, Mr. Eaſty, 
(7) EPiſi. Mr. Dod. Yea, and two Biſhops alſo have teſtified againſt 
lad them, viz. Biſhop Bb:ngton, and Biſhop Downbam. As 
for Dr Hammond, who was a man very corrupt in many of 
h's Notions, and in ſome points of Doctrine, which afe of 
great concernm2nt ; I do not judge his peaGing for the law- 
fulne(s of ſuch Recreations worthy the takihg notics of 5 nor 
can 


(15) 


"eat I call to mind more then two Proteſtants of Note, who 
have publiſhed any thing conſiderable in defence of theſe (k ) Is ca 
Games. (k) Balduinus a Lutheran Caſuiſt) excuſeth them. fobus lib.4. 
Alſo, our Learned Gataker has taken more pains to prove - 4. Caju 
the Indifference of them, then any I have' ſeev. But he ef ; 
writ that Diſcourſe in his younger years ; and has been well ©** 
anſwered by Mr. Balniford, and Learnedly refuted by Voer:- 
us. Yea, and Mr. Gataker himſelf, after he had faid all he 
conldſay, * wiſheth (/) that then would in Godly Diſcretion (/)Gataker 
abandon ſuch Games, becauſe, they are ſo much abuſed, and of Lots, Pe 
many are unſatisfied in the lawfulneſs of them. | 267. 

3, It is beſt and [afeit to abſtain from all things which are 
of evil Report. The Apoſtolical Rule is, Fhatſoever things are 
of Good Report; Practices that will cauſe a man to havea Good 
name among ſober People , If there be any Vertue , if there be 
any Praiſe , think on theſe things. Phil, 4. 8. which ſheweth 
that things infaniousor of ill report,ſhould be carefully-avoided. 
But ſo arethe impleaded Games. The Satyriſt ca!ls the Dzce 
by the name of Alea rurps. And the Orator brands Catalin.e 
and Antony with this infamy , that they were men that uſed to 
play at Dice. And the generality of good men abſtain from 
them as evil & infamons things: Are not ſuch Games branded 
as infamous, whien in,every Indenture for a Prentice , theſe 
words are uſual, At cards , dice , or any other unlawfull ard 
prohibited Games he ſhall not play. 

4.1t has been obſerved by many that there s ſecret Curſe at- 
tending theſe Games. Henceit is that when perſons have once 
alittle uſed themſelves hereunto , they can know no bounds (x)V.Ga- 
therein. They are ſo ( x ) bewirtht with a Gaming Humor, ,, (yrpey 
as that they will loſe their Friends, Eſteem , Fſtate and every of W-ft In 
thing elſe that's defireable , rather then play no more at Cards. ,,,, 9.282 
- Infinite Evils and Miſeries have (prung up from this bitter ,g.',0. 5. 

Root. So that the Tree has been juſtly ſuſpected asnot Good, * 4 

upon which ſuch bad Fruit has grown. ( m ) Non facile aildv- (m) Bern 
car licitum conſentire , quod tot parturit illicita, It is then 
beſt and ſafeſt not to meddle therewith. 

5+ . Theſe Games are offenſive. And that both to Good and 
Bud, The Scripture faith , Give nowe offence neither to tle on 
Jews , nor to the Gentiles , nor ts the Church of God. 1. Ccr. 
10. 32. But theſe impleaded Games give offence to all. Good 
men are grieved at ſuch Practices as in their Conſciences are 
unlawfull. And manyCarnal ones are hardened in their Profule- 
neſs and Profaneneſs when they hear of any that ſeenr tobe Re- 
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lgious in other things, to do in theſe matters as they do , 
though perhaps not altogether in the like Degree. 

6. If there were nothing elſe to be ſaid , but that the law- 
Fuineſs of ſuchGames us bideful that's enough to make wiſe men 
to ahſtajn from them. Suppoſe it could not be clearly proved that 
they are abſolutely and in their own nature finfull, yet if the 
watter be any way difputable , tis Beſt & Safeft to keep clear 
of them. Iam ſure there is no fin in not playing at Cards and 
Dice. And then as long as there are other Recreations enough, 
concerning which there is no Doubt of their Lawfulne(s ; it is 


beſt to defiſt wholly from them that are Doubtful, and make 


uſe of others. Theſe things make good what I firft propoſed. 
My ſecond aflertion, is , That the impleaded Games, 4s com- 
monly prattiſed,are unqueſtionably ſinful and provoking to God. 

1. It s common for ſuch Gameſters to play away their Eſtates, 
or to pet other mens Eſtates in thu way, both which are 
exceeding ſinfull, When God has poſſeſſed a man of an Eftate 
which he has a juſt Titleunto, now for him to make ita Que- 
ſtion whether this Eſtate ſhall be his or another mans, and then 
. to decidethe controverſy by the ſhuffling of Cards or the caft 
of a Die , is unworthily to abuſe the pood Providence of God , 
and o to tranſgreſs the third Commandment. This: is allo 'to 
break the 8th Commandment in a very High Degree. To get 
anvther mans goods, at an under price is itjuſtice and theft, and 
- clearly againſtthe Rule of Righteouineſs, how much more to 
takefrom anotherhis Money,and give him nothing at all in heu 
- thereof? It is.a crying fin! Who can, who darepray to God: to 
bleſs his endeavours to get an Eftate in this way ? Moſt cer- 
tainly the Holy God who hates Robbery for Burnt-offering , 
would not hold the man guiltle( that ſhould thus take hit name 
in vain: whenas all lawfull wayesof adding to our Eftates may 
and ſhould be prayed over. That worthy and truely Religious 
Gentleman 'Mr. J2hn Bryuen ( fee his life written by Mr. Clark 
P. 91. ) was wont toſay, that ſuch Gameſters and Thieves were 
of the ſame Corporation , &5 the more cunning men are in 
that Are , the more wicked, Ard a late writer obſerves that 
Money gotten by Gaming is like the goods of them that dye of 
. the plague, which commonly bring a Peſt with them. He that 
ſhall add but a little to his Eſtate by getting money from ano- 
ther in any ſuch unrighteous way , will perhaps find that little to 
belike a Moth that ſhall conſume , and bring a ſecret Blaſt of 
God upon all that he enjoyes. And He that gets Ricl es and 
ot by Right ( the man that gets a furmm of Money by playing 


| (17) 
at Cards, has gotten Riches and not by Right ) He ſhal l:ave 
Brhem in the midſt of by Dayes, andat hy end be a Fool. Jer. 
17. 11. I would ſeriouſly adviſe all ſuch perſons, ſo far as 
they are capable, to return back their ill gotten goods again , 
Fas ever they defire pardoning Mercy at the Hands of God a- 
gainſt whom they have grievouſly ſinned, That faying of 4- 
ſtins is well known, and generally approved of , Non tolitur 
peccatum , niſi reſtituatur ablatum. He that has in a way of 
unrighteouſneſs taken ſrom another any part of his Eftate, has 
# no reaſon to expect the remiflton of his fin , until ſach time 
F 23 he ſhall make reſtitution to the party wronged by him , fo 
far as heisable todo it. 
. 2. A world of precious Time ( more precious then all mens 
Eſtates ) # commonly ſpent in theſe vain and vexatious ſports. 
I For a Chriſtian to uſe Recreations is very Lawfull, andin foine 
cafes a great Duty, but to waſte ſo much Time in any Recrea- 
J tion , though never ſo innocent and laudable , as Gameſters 
Þ uſfnally do at Cards and Dice ,. and Tables , is haynouſly fin- 
I full. Every mans Eternity in another world, will be accor- 
ding to his improvement of time here. What a fad account 
I will they be able to give to the Son of God at the laſt Day, 
who have ſpenta very. great part of that Time wherein they 
I ſhould have bin preparing for eternity , in nothing but idle- 
neſs & playes 2 What can there be more contrary to that Di- 
| "ry of Redeeming the Time , becauſe the Dayes are 
Evil ? » 
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Again#t profane Chriſt-maſs-keeping, I» the Apo 


ſtolical Times the Feaſt of the Natwity was nol 
obſerved. The very name of Chriſtmaſs* ſavou 
ef ſuper#tition, It can never bee proved that Chri 
was born on December 25, It is moit probabl 
that the Nativity was in September, The Nen 
Teſtament allows of no ſtated Holy-day but t 
Lords- day, Objeftions anſwered. It was in com 
pliance with the Pagan Saturnalia that Chri pre! 
maſs Holy-dayes were firi# invented: The man + j 
ner of Chriſt-maſs-keeping , «s generally obſery con 
ved » ts highly diſhonour able to the Name of Chriſti bon 


E Oncerning that praCtice ofKeeping the 25th day of Ds - 4 
cemver in aftated Anniverſary way , as a Feſtival inpr 
tended honour to our Saviour Chriſt; and in commemoration lea! 
of his Birth-day , I ſhall briefly preſent a few Arguments td 25- 
the conſideration of the Judicious, ' | 
>. In the "age ApoRtolical times there was no Chriſtma, 4 
day obſerved in the Church of God. We ought to keep to thi 
primitive Pattern. That Book of Scripture which is called Na 
The Atts of the Apo#tles, faith nothing of their keeping Chrifly Me 
- Nativity as an Holy-day. The ( 4) Centwriators , and man th: 
(a)Cent. 2. others take notice that in the firſt Agezof the New-Teſtamenſj Ar 
Church, there were no ſtated Anniverſary Hol y-dayes among} 89 
(b) Lib. 5. Chriſtians. Eſter was kept a long time before the Feaft } Wh 
c. cap. 22. the Nativity , and yet the Apoſiles never ordained that , as (oF 11 


-. Socrates (the moſt excellent of the Ancient Eceleftaftical Ch 
(c) Voetwss ftorians ) does truely obſerve. Had there been the leaſt hint 
in t-fput. any ſuch day obſerved in the primitive times, learned Voſſi th 
de Nativ. would have told the world ofit. One ( c ) faith of him , $ fal 
Chriſti. p. p?rgama dextr 4 defendi poſſunt etiam hae defenſa, fuiſſe th 
22 ut he acknowledges that the Feaſt ct Chrifts Nativity was nd th 
(a;Cormra kept in the firſtnor yet in the ſecond Century. Afﬀer Pref 4 
Cone. Trid. tical writers have (aid all they can ſay , Chemmitius ( d ) Wh 4 
part. 4 de words will be found true, Amniverſarinm diem Nata'n Chriſt « 


Fefts. p, celebrarum fuiſſe, apud veruſtiſimosnunquam legirur. 
262, | . nic 
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oft Auncient writers ſpeak not the leaſt word concerning the 
celebration of Chriſts Birth-day. 
2. The word Chrift-maſs 5 enough to cauſe ſuch as are ſtu- 
Bdiows of reformation to diſlike what ſhall be known by a name 
Jo ſuperſtitious, Why ſhould Proteftants owy any thing which 
has the name of M«/s in it > How unfuitable isit to joyn Chri/? 
Wand Maſs together ? þ. e. Chriſt and Antichriſt. But what 
Communion has light with Darkneſs , and what concord hath 
Chrift with Belial? 2. Cor. 6. 15. ſome of the Jeſuites (e)have 
adviſed that endeavours ſhould be uſed to keep up their old ( e ) So the 
terms and names, ſuch as Prie# , Altar , Chrift-maſi , Can- Rhemiſts. 
dlemaſs, and thelike , hoping that by means thereof in time 
the things would follow the Names whereby their memory is 
I preſerved. 
"'Y 3- It can never be proved that Chriſts nativity was 0n 25, 
of December. The moſt learned and accurate Chronologers 
conclude otherwiſe; ſo Scaliger , Lidiat , Calviſius , Caſau- 
J bon, Lansbergius , Alſtedins; And theableſt Divines which 
this and the laſt age have known, ſuch as Parceus , Sculterns, 
P - 27 ooh Hoſpinian ; and of our own nation , Perkns, 
© Broughton, and innumerable more ; yea , ſome of the moſt 
learned amongſt the Papiſts refer the obſervation of December 
25. to Ecclefiaftical Conftitution. So Peravius, Suarez, 470+ 
rus , &c, The Providence of Got has ſtrangely hid the day , 
xerhaps ( as concerning Moſes's Body ) to prevent Idolatry. 
cy that lived 1400 Years nearer to the time of Chrifts 
$ Nativity then we do, yet were at a loſs about the day. C!e- 
mens Alexandrinus ( f) ( who lived Anno 200. ) teſtifieth ) Sero- 
$ that in his time there were various opinions concerning it .(f | ; 
And he-reflects on them as guilty of curiofity who would gy ai 
go about to determine the day of Chrifts Birth. Moreover, Þ* *47: 
when that ſuperſtition of keeping a ſtated Feftival in comine- 
moration of the day of Chriſts Nativity did firſt obtain in the 
Church, not the 25. of D:cember, but the 6th day of Fanua:y 
was the time obſerved, Many of the Churches in Zgypt kept. 
the 5th of Fanuary; And fo did the Chriſtians of ol 1 in Jeru- 
falem. And the Armenians even untill the year 1170. And 
that ſome belonging to the Latine Church ſuppoſed that to be 
the true day of Chrifts Nativity, is evident from the Gloſ/a or- F 
W 4dinaria.( g) Epiphanius conceived that to be the trne time. ( $/ ſ 
. And fome of our late writers ( in ſpecial Lansbergius ) are of ſther. 2. 
Fx fl1at opinion. The truth is that the keeping of December 25. 
came from Rome ; And it began there after Conſtantines time. 
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(20) I 
Nor would the Grecian Churches comply with it at firſt. C 
foſtom ( who flouriſhed Anno. 4oo. - cirezter ) in one g 
hisSermons endeavours to excuſe the Novelty of that obſer 
vation , acknowledging that the 25 of December , had ne 
been kept amongſt them in Conſt antmople above . ten year 
The Arguments commonly alledged in favour of this day a 
very inſufficient. The Pru-toz Pſeudos, or original miſtake 
which Popiſh Writers ( and before them ſome of the Ancient 
have laid much weight upon , is , that Zachary was the Hig - 
Prieft ,, and that he did Miniſter on the roth of Ti/rz, h.4 
September 27, whence it would follow that Fobn Baprſt wg 
born in the latter end of Fane , and conſequently that Chri 
Nativity muſt be in the latter end of December. But Jachar 
was not the High Prieſt ; nor can it beproved that his, Tur 
to Miniſter was at the time mentioned ; nor could the Nativy 
)ty to aday or a week be from thence demonſtrated, ſupp 
fingthe premiſes to be indifputable. There have been (or 
who pretend to a miraculous Argument for their 25 of De 
cember viz, That of the Roſe of Fericho. They have given ol 
that there is at Jericho a Plant like a Roſe ; which every ye; 
on Chriſt-maſs-Eve flouriſhed , and the next day is dry agaig 
() InThe- Atrichomius (h ) & other Papiſts mention this as a wonde 
atroTerre full teſtimony to their Opinion , of 25 December. But Be 
Sarge. In lonius ( 5 ) has informed ns that this is a Monaftical Imp 
Detcript. ſture. There is a thorny ſhrub at Ferico which bears white flg 
ribis wers; and the nature of that Plant is ſuch, that if the Lea) 
Benjamin, of it (tho Dry ) be moiſtned, they will dilate themſelves a 
numb. 63. ſeem to flouriſh ; which the Monks obſerving; would « 
v.C. 2 La- Chrift-maſs-Eve apply water thereunto , and then mak y... 
ice in $y- Tgnorant People believe that this hapned as a figs of Chrildlf ;.. 
74c.24.18. Nativity on that day. Perhaps the ſtory of the H-ly Thorn 4 
Glaſſenburg in Somerſet (k ) is the Daughter of this Fictioj 
( * ) De Tet itbe further added here , that except we could knay 
Plan's the hour of the day when our Saviour came into the wor] 
terreSan. { which no man living does , and it would be finfull curiofigh:p,7, 
tte. to enquire concerning it ) it cannot be proved that it was all 
December 25.” This Suarez was aware of : And therefore. Wy ., 
(&) Dr. Confeſſeth that if we ſuppoſe Chrift to be born before mi& 
— night, not the 25, but the 24 of December ſhould be cel 
ans pebaadl brated in honour of his Nativity. To conclude ( as Torniet 


mo 
Yor s P. 99 does ) that Chriſt was born alittle paſt Midnight, or (as6thel Tab, 
100. Edt. ſay ) on the ſame day of the week , and the fame hour of the} Ty. 
o day inwhick Adam wascreated , are curious and bold fpecto m;.4 
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Jations, which cannot be juſtified. As for the Afﬀtrologers (ſug 
I 2s Petrijs de Aliaco, Cuſanus ,Gauricus, Cardan,and ſome more 
htely ) who by their Horoſcopes and Calculations have under- 
S <©ken todeclare the day and hour of Chrifts birth, their attempt Es 
is juſtly charged with not only Vanity butImpiety. A late learned ( [) Ric C10- 
{ |) Aftronomer (thoa Jeſuite ) acknowledges that ſuch Pra- ls in Al. 
ices are not * onely unprofitable , but highly Profane: mageſt. p. 
4. Tho the particular Day of Chriſts Nativity s now un- prſterzor. 
tf known unto the world , yet at ſeems moſt probable that He ©9P-1. [. 
Skwas born in the latter End of September , or in the beginning 8. Sett. 2, 
of Oftober. There hath been great Variety of Opinions a- ©4P- 20+ 
 mongſt Chriſtians concerning the time of our Lords Nativity. 
J'Paulus de Middleburgo thinks it was on March 26. But the 
J grounds he goeth on are weak. There were ſome of old ( as 
Clemens Alexandrinus witnefleth ) who believed it was on 
J April 22. unto which opinion Temporarius ſeems to incline. 
I Lydiat conjectures that the Nativity was on or near May 22. ( m) In 
$ Dr. Petite (m ) thinks it was in the beginning of November. Chrono, /. 
T Thus we ſee that the Providence of God has kept the day ſecret ;, cap. 13+ 
A from the knowledge of men ; and it is in vain for any to deter- 
mine the particular day. Nevertheleſs , as to themonth , a pro- ( n) De E- 
bable Judgement may be made. The Great ( # ) Scaliger, ,,., 1. 
(os) Calvifus, and L'Empereur (p) conclude that it was in Temp. | 
& the latter end of September, orthe beginning of October. And EY 
ore them, Beroaldus , Wolfins and Hoſpinian were of that / , ) In 
udgement. 'And this ſuits well with what is recorded of the ©... 
ſhepherds, Luke 2. 8. It is not probable that the Shepherds Iſag.c 47 
would be abroad watching their Flocks in the Depth of Win- (p) TaScho- 
4 ter. The moneth of December is by Hefiod called Mer ka- j;;5 1 T- 
lepos probatow , Andthoin Judeathe ſummer be hot, yet the ,j,;, 1.» ;. 
winter is cold. Matth. 24. 20. Pf. 147. 17. But in Septem- jp, g 
ber or October this might well -be. ( *) Nor is it likely that © 
| 4uguftus ſhould enjoyn all his Subjects throughout the whole (* ) 3:7. 
Roman World to travel into their own cities in the midft phius de 
4 of Winter, as he did atthe Time when Chriſt was born. Luke Tempore 
4 2- '1. Moreover , the Feaſt of Tabernacles, which ſignified the p.$1, 82. 
Incarnation of Chriſt, was in the ſeventh moneth. Inaſmuch as 
ie Paſſover typified Chriſts Death , be was crucified in that FR 
moneth. Why then may we not think that fince the Feaſt of | 
Tabernacles typified his Nativity , he was in that moneth born 2 
$ There were alſo ſeveral other Feſtivals in that moneth , which 
might fitly type the Gocd Tidings of great joy that ſhou!d be 
to all People by reaſon of Chriſts being bora into the wor!d at 
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that ſeaſon af the Year. Llikewiſe in the ſame moneth was th 
Ark by Solomon brought into the Temple. et 

- From theſe conſiderations, ſome of the Jewiſh Rabbins ( - "+ 
Midraſh R:tbba ) have concluded that, Meſſiah ſhoutd be bafj} I 
in Ethanim orTir:,h. e.in the 7th Moneth, AndMr.Broug hu be 
(in his Book called the Lords Family ) ol ſ-rves that the J at 
ſcoff at Chriſtians for keeping the Feaſt of Chrifts Nativity 


_ 


25. of December, ſaying that they place Chriſts Birth in th} *! 
moneth of his Conception. And thisOpinion has been confirm k 


(9) Hamil. by the practice of the Church in Alexandria , who did of of 
imNatal. ( as ( q ) Cyril Alezandrinus teſtifieth) keep the Feaſt of Fol 2 
Domini. Baptiits nativity on the 28. of Pharmuth, h.e. the 23, of « V 
A April. And if Johns Birth was at that time of year , Chri F 
muſt needs bein September, or October. I ſhall not inſiſt tl 

| the Argument urged by Scaliger & Calviſins ( which for al 
look upon as demonſtrative ) taken from the ſeveral courl} 

appointed for the Prieſts to Miniſtzr , becauſe it depet 7 

much upon the teſtimony of Joſephus, who does often mi S 

in his relating of things.Noris it certain thatChriſt was bortiſh © 

(®) Sic ar- the year of the world 3947. upon which Foundation the Suk #4 
umentat. ligeran Argument is built. I ſhall onely add , that (* ) Chilf .” 
Beroald, was 30. years old when he entred upon his Pablique Miniſty} '® 
Luc. 3. 23. And he continued preaching three years and C 
halfpDan. 9. 27. ſo that he lived 33 years andan half. A fl 

if ſo ( dying at the time of: the Paſſover in the firſt monet b 

his Birth muft needs be in the latter End of September, or # 3 

beginning of October. : : 
\ 

bs 
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| By this it is appears that Chriſt-maſ5-Keepers ſpeak the 
P know not what, when they ſay on the 25 of Decembt 
' (r)Voetius Thou haſt given thy Son robe born thy Day ; and to uſe thif 
in Diſþ.de expreſſion leveral Dayes one after another, is abſurd. Ale 
Feſts.pap. ned Man ( r ) obſerves that when the Papiſts in their Pol 
1302. ſay of the Feſtival dedicated to the memory of this or th 
Saint, He was bora thi day , ſuch Feſtivals are Teachers 
Lies , like their graven Images. The like is to be affirn 
in this caſe. It is faijd of Feroboam , that he ordained a Fel 
in the Eighth Moneth , on the is day of the Moneth, ext 
Toe Moneth that he had deviſed of his own Heart , 1 Kin 
12, 33. Sohas the Jeroboam, of Rome ordained a Feſtival 
be kept onthe 25th of the 1oth Moneth , but it is the Mondl 
and the day which he has deviſed of his own Heart. | 
\ 5. God in his, Word has no where appointed Chriſtians 
keep an Anniverſary Holy-1ay tm Commemoration of Cht 
Nativity. It is nota Work but a Word makes one Day mc 
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Holy then another. There is no day of the Week, but ſome 
eminent-Work of God has been done therein ; but it does 
'F not therefore follow that every day muft be kept as a Sabbath. 
'F The Lord Chrift has appointed the firft day of the Week to 
| be perpetually obſerved in remembrance of his Returrection 
and Redemption, If more ' days then that had been needful, 
he would have appointed more, It is a deep Reflection on 
the Widdom of Chriſt, to lay, He has not appointed days 
enough for hu. own Honour, but he muſt be beholding to men 
for their Additions. The Old FPaldenſes witneſſed againſt the 
obſerving of any Holidays, beſides that which God in his 
Word hath Inftituted. Calvin, Luther, Daneus, Bucer, 
Farel, Viret, and other great Reformers, have wiſhed that 
the Obſervation of all Ho/zdays, except the Lords Day, were 
aboliſhed. A Popiſh (5) Writer complains that the Puritans Fr” 
in England were of the ſame mind, So was Fohn Huſ5 an? (s) Fits 
Ferom of Prague long ago, And the Belgic Churches in their $7008 #3 
Synod, Anno 1578. The Apoſtle condemns the Obſervation 87:tan0- 
F ot Jewiſh Feſtivals in theſe days of the New Teſtament, Gal. macha, 1.2. 
FF 4. 10. Col. 2, 16. Much leſs may Chriſtians ſtate other days © 7+ 
in their room. The Goſpel has put an end to the difference 
.of Days as well as of Meats. And neither the Pope nor the 
Church can makeſome Days Holy above others, nomore then 
they can wakethe uſe of ſome Meats to be Lawful or Unlawful, 
' both which are exprelsly contrary to the Scripture. Rom. 14. 
5,6. All ſtated Holidays 'of mans inventing, are Breaches 
both of the Second and of the .Fourth Command- 
ment. A ſtated Religious Feſtival is a part of Inſtituted 
Worſhip. Therefore it is not in the Power of men, but God 
only, to make a Day Holy. | 
It has been by ſome pleaded, that Mordecas and Eſther 
appointed the Days of Pur:m. This was objected by the Pa- 
biſts againſt the Waldenſes many hundred years ago. And of 
latter time by Be/armin, Servarius, Bonartus, and other Pa- 
piſts in their Writings againſt Proteſtants. And lately by the 
Prelates againft the Non-Conformiſts. There are two an- 
ſwers given by our Divines, 1. It cannot be proved that (:) Sic Fu- 


.ous Authors take them to be no more then Days of C:vil Res (;i. V. Re- 
fjoycing. They are not called Holy Days of Purim; nor do we lalpy cf En- 
find that there was an Holy Convocation of the People enjoy- gliſh- Po- 

ned on thoſe Days.....Tpe preſent Jews do not look upon thoſe prſh Cere- 
Days as Holy ; they Tpend them mn Feaſting, and in telling monzes, P. 
merry 55. 


thoſe Days of Purim were a Religious Peſtival.Many(:) Judici- nius. Ex a 
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merry Stories ; and althd few of them do any fervile work oulf ' 


(u) Bux- thoſe Days, yet (#) they confeſs that fervile labour is not pros 


torf.Smag. Mibited therein ; fo that it appears to be only a Political Feaſh| th, 


Jud. c. 24. vt unlike our 5thof November. 2.'Tf we ſuppoſe them. tq 
p. 430. be Religious Feaſts , we have reaſon to conceive that they 
| were not of meer Humane Inſtjitation. Dr. Whitaker thinks 
that Mordeca: was Divinely inſpired, or that ſome P | 
was ſent to give order about the Obſervation of theſe 
It is alſo objected, That Chriſt manifeſted his Approbas 
tion of the Feaſt of Dedication, by his walking in the Porch 
of the Temple at that Time, John 10. 22, 23. And' ytt 
that Feaſt was made Anniverſary by Judas Maccabeus, But 
(w) See it is anſwered () that Chrift's walking there was no Aps 
Myr. Caw- Probation of the Feaſt. Our Saviour might walk in the 
drey of Porch of the Temple, and yet not approve all that way 
Holidays fone there, at that time. Nor is there the leaft Evidence f 
in anſwer Cbrilt's going up to Jeruſalem, that ſo he might keep that 
<>. Bi. Feaſt, or that he was preſent at it as a Feaſt, When Paul 
Ham- baſted to be at Feruſalem before Pentecoſt, A. 20.16. it 
mond, + Was not to keep that Feaſt, but for other Reaſons. And 
p.418.c5c. undoubtedly, if the Feaſt of Dedication was a Tradition of 
: the Elders, Chriſt, who was for Divine Inſtitutions only in 
matters of Religion, never manifeſted his Approbation of 
it. . When Solomon had built the Temple, he made a Feaſt 
at the Dedication of it, but he did not command that it 
ſhould be ſtated and anniverfary. The like is to be ſaid of: 
the ſecond Temple in Ezra 6. 16. And therefore it may be: 
queſtioned whether Fudas Maccabeus did not go beyond his 
. Commiſſion , when upon Repairing and Purifying of the: 
Temple after its Defilement by Antiochus, he made it a Law 
that eight Days ſhould be obſerved in a ftated Anniverſary: 
(x)Weems way, to commemorate that Mercy. Some ( x } have truly; 
vol.x. cap. obſerved, that the Fes in their declining times appointed” 
3. p. 60, ſeveral Faſts and Feaſts which they had no warrant for out of; 
| Gods Word. | 
It is further alledged that the Fews did of themſelves ftate; 
a Faſt on the Fifth Month, becauſe of the Temple's being: 
burnt in that Month, and another Faſt in the Seventh Month, 
on account of {7edatiah's being then murthered, Zachar.7. g.: 
Anſiver. But theſe were only Temporary and not Perpe-: 
tual Faſts. Nor did the Lord, when enquired of by then, F 
manifeſt the jeaſt approbation of what they did, -baut rather: 
the contrary. F 
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of 6. Chriſtmas Holidayes were at firſt invented and inſtitut 

a 3m compliance with the Pagan Feſtivals, of old obſerved at 

_ that very time of the Tear. This (y) Stuckius has fully (y) D? An= 

* ckared. 'And ( x) Hoſpinian ſpeaketh judiciouſly, when he t:7. Cope 

# faith, that he doth not believe that they who firſt of all ob- vv. p.133. 

ſerved the Feaſt of Chris Nativity in the latter end of De- (7) Dez O- 

ember, did it as thinking that Chr:/# was born in that Month, r:gine 

but becauſe the Heathens Saturnalia was at that time kept in Feſtorum 

Rome, and they were willing to have thoſe Pagan Holidays Chrz#. 

metamorphoſed into Chriſtian. , Hence December was called 

Menfis Genials, the Voluptuous Month. Whilſt the Satur- 

nalian Days laſted, the obſervers of them were wont to ſend 

Gifts one to another, . which therefore Ter:tulian calls Satar- 

nalitia, and. Ferom giveth them the Name of Saturnalium 

Sportule. The like is done by many in Chriſtmas time. A- 

gain, In the Saturnalian Days, Maſters did wait on their Ser- 

vants, as (4) Macrobzus and (b) Atheneus declare. Hence {,) $12ur2 

is that of Horace ——Ape Libertate Decembri. . The Gen- lib... 

8 #zles called Saturns time he Golden Age, becauſe in it thece (b)Lib.14« 

F was no Servitude, in Commemoration whereof on his Feſti- 

F val, Servants muſt , be Mafters. (c) And that amongſt (c)V. Rai- 
Chriſtmai-keepers in ſome parts of the World, there uſe to nold. Lect. 
be ſuch Maſters of Miſrule, is too well known. From theſe Libr. Apoc. 
Conſiderations not only Proteſtant writers, but ſome Papiſts p. 1346. - 
(4 ) acknowledge that Chriſtmas Holidays ſucceed the Old Stuckius 

aturnalsia of the Heathen... . Antig. 
- Now for Chriſtians thus to practiſe, is againſt clear Scrip- Conv. 
tyre, which commands the Lords People not to learn the p. 131. 
ay of the Heathen, nor do after --their manner, Fer. 10. 2. (0) P. Fo- 
Lev. 20. 23. Exek. 11.12, To obſerve the Feſtivals of the vius Hi- 
Heathen, is one way of partakipg with them in their Super- ſtor. L. 38. 
ſtitions. Tertul;as in his Book againſt Idolatry, ( cap. 14.) Polydor. 
expreſſeth himſelf after this manner , Sha we Chriſtzans Virgzl. de 
who have nothing to do with the Feſtivals of the Jews, Rerum In- 
which were once of Divine Inſtitution, Embrace the Satur- ventoribus 
nalia and Januaria of the Heathen > How do the Gentiles L.5. £c.2. 
Shame us? who are more true to their Religion than we are 
to:'ours. None of them will obſerve the Lords-Day for fear 
left they ſhould be Chriſtians : And ſhall not we then by ob- | 
ſerving their Feſtivals, fear leaſt we be made Ethnic's ? 
We might take notice of the E:hniciſm of this Feſtival 
in another reſpect. It was the manner of the Gentiles to 
celebrate the Birth-days of their Prjnces and Patrons. 
C And f 
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Ar in Imitation of them, Degenerating Chriſtians thought 
good ſo far to ſymbolize with the Cuſtoms of the Nations, 
as to keep the Birth-day of Chriſt, whom they acknowledge 
to be their Lord and Soveraign. 

7. The penerality of Chriſtinas-keepers obſerve that Feſti« 
val after fich a manner as highly diſhonourable to the 
name of Chriſt. How few are there comparatively that ſpend 
thoſe H»/;days { as they are called ) after an Holy manner. 


* But they are conſumed in Compotations, in Interludes, int 


playing at Cards, in Revellings, in exceſs of Wine, in mad 
Mirth ; Will Chriſt the holy Son of God be p'eaſed with 
ſuch Services > Juft after this manner were the Saturnalia 
of the Heathen celebrated, Saturn was the Gaming God: 
And (as (e) one ſaith-) the Feaſt of Chriſt's Nativity is at- 
tended with ſuch Profaneneſs, as that -it deſerves the name 
of Saturns Maſs, or of Bacchus by Maſs, or it you will, 
tke Devils Maſs, rather than to have the Holy name of Chr 
put upon it. Mr. Perkens (Ff) juſtly complains that, The 
Feaſt of Chriſt”s Nativity ( commonly ſo called) s not ſpent 
in praifing God, but in Revelling, —_ Carding, Masks 
ing, EY and in all Licencious Liberty for the mot 
part, as though it were ſome Heathen Feaſt of Ceres or Bac 
chus *. And Latimer in one of his Sermons ſaith, 'Thaf 
Men diſhonour Chriſt more #n the 12 Days of Chriſtmas, than 
in all the 12 Months beſides. Nor is it to be wondred at, 


if that Feſtival be accompanied with much Profaneneſs and 


Vanity, when the chief Pleaders for them ( yea Dr. Ham- 


mond { pg ) himſelf ) are not aſhamed to juſtifie the playing *: 
at Cards as lawful for a Divestiſement on Chriftmas Holy- - 


days. And is that the way to honony Chriſt? The Love- 


Feaſts ( thcugh in themſelves . lawful) which began in the : 
Apoſtles times , were wholly laid afide amongſt Chrittiang;” | 
becauſe they had been an occaſion of Riotous Abuſes. There - 
'- is much more reaſon to omit the Obſervation of Chriſtmas : 
Feſtivities, which have brought a Deluge of Profaneneſs up- 


on the World. The Scandal of them calls for their Aboli« 


tion. The School! Doctors affirm rightly, (b) Erzam Spi- 
ritualia non-neceſ[aria ſunt fugienda, fi ex is Scandalum 
oritur. Things of an indifferent- nature, when they become 
an occaſion of Sin, ſhould not at all be uſed, 


EHAP; 


C H A P. Iv. 
| A. Teſtimony againſt ſome other Superſtitions. 


Concerning New - years - gifts. Candle- 
mas. Shrove-Tueſday. The Vanity of 
makins Cakes on ſuch a Day. The Hea- 
theniſm and Barbarity of Cock Scalers, 
The Superſtition of Dedicatins Days to 
Saints. A Lamentation that ever thinss 

of this nature ſhould be pradtiſed in New- ' 
England. | 


TT is a Cuſtom amongft ſome, to ſend Gifis one to anathep 
on the Firſt of Fanuary. Theſe were by the Romans | : } 
called Strexe. Amongſt the Heathen of old; the Firſt of 
January was a great Holigaay, when they began thew New 
Far, and worſhipped their God Farus. And that in their : 
New-years-gifts they intended ſome Honour to the Godde's {a) V. Ar 
(4) Strenua, is manifeſted from the name ; as lfo from the fin de C\- 
Practice of Tarius, who firſt began the Cuſtom by gather- vir. Dos. 
ing ſome ſacred Branches out of S:remua her Grove. I find L.4. cap. 
$ that the Ancients ( in ſpecial (b) Tz»tull:zan and {(c) Ferom) 11. © 16. 
| have reprehended this Cuſtom amongft Chriſtians as a Paga- &ack'us 
niſh Rite. That Bonrface, whom ſome Fave called the Apo= gg. 
| file of Germany, when he reproved the Germtns for obſerv- Conv 
ing New-years-day after the manner of the Heathen, they ob- p. 132. 
xcted to him, that it was ſo done in Rome ; wherevpon he (6) De F- 
wrote an Epiſtle to Pope Xacogry, defiriag that no fuch Paga- dol.cp. 1 4, 
niſh Cuſtom might be uſed amongſt thoſe that called themſelves (c) In E- 
| | C2 Chriſtians. pheſ. 
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Chriſtians. In the Turonenſian Synod, Anno 554 It was de- 


clared, That ſuch as obſerved the Kalends of January (h,e» 


New-years-day ) ſhould not be accounted Chriſtzans. In the 
Synod at Antiſiodorum, this Cuſtom is ſeverely condemned, 


Yea, they call New-years-gifts' Strenus Diaboli, And o | 
does Alcuinus, Our famous Perkins, in an Epiſtle to the 
Preſident and Fellows of Chr:/?s Colledge in Cambridge, * 
Condemns New-years-gifts as impious , becauſe they are ' 


| Confecrated with the Name of anus. © 


Concerning Candlemaſs, befides that the - Name has Su- 


| perſtition written in the Forehead of it, I ſhall only add, 
(d)V. Hoſ- that the Feaſt of the Purification of the Virgin Mary ( 4) 
pinian. de was taken up in imitation of the Feſtival of the Goddeſs Fe- - 
Feſt. Chri=- brua, to whom Pagans did in the beginning of February of- 
#1ianorum fer burning Tapers, as the'Papifts now offer to the Virgin 
p.-33- Mary on this Day at Evening Candles. Let ſuch as retain 
any of this Superſtition, conſider whether it be meet for Pro- 
teſtants thus to Imitate Papifts and Pagans. The like is to 7 
be affirmed of Shrove-Tue/aay. It ſmells both of Popiſh and : 
of Paganiſh Superſtition, Why does it bear the Name of 
Shrove-Tueſday, but becauſe on that Evening deluded Papifts 
go to the Prieft to be ſhrieved, or to make Auriculas- Cone : 
(-) See fefſion. The Iralians (e) call Shrove-Tueſday by the Name 
Minſhews of Bacchanali. The Spaniards , Fieſtas de Baco, and the 
Guide tan © rench, Bacchanaleries, which ſhews that this Carnival comes 
gps opal the room of the old Bacchanalia and Dioniſia of the Gene 
tiles ; and indeed is kept after the ſame manner, (F) eſpe- 


fP- Bi cially in ſome places. We ſee it is celebrated with the 
pinian.ubi Obſervation of ſundry Heatheniſh Vanities. When perſons 


Jupra fingle out that Day to make Pancakes in, it is an Heathen- 
£ 23 iſh Vanity. The Prophet Feremy ſpeaks of ſome that-did 
Ih knead their Dough to make Cakes to the Queen of Heaven, 
Anziq. Fer. 7.18. Shall Chriſtians do any thing which ſhall look 
Meng like. unto a Symbolizing with ſuch Heatheniſin ? The old 
D ; 29 Pagan Romans (g ) made little Cakes as a Sacrifice to theif 
2)Stucki- Gods, theſe they called Liba. And the Heathen Greeks 
oc” Hp "a made { Popana ) Pancakes as an Offering to their Idols, 
criffccis Eſpecially they did praCtife this at the time when they celes? 
Coniliura brated the Feaſt of Bacchus, which ( as we have proved} 
aa was the Heathens Shrove-Tide. \Arnobius ( h) of old did 
P-3%- rzealouſly teſtifie againſt this Heatheniſm. Quid Fritilla ? 
Quid Affiria ? Quid Gratilla? Quid Conſpolium ? Qytid Cu- 
(b) Lib, 7. bula? Whats the meaning ( ſaith he ) of your Pultiſes, of 
: | | | your 


( 39 ) 
Fu Pancakes, of your Friters, £c. And agaiv, Muid cum - 


J Pultibus Deo fit, guzd cum Liby ? Do you think that God 
I is pleaſed with —_ Superſtitious Cakes ? | 
'Another Vanity attending Shrove-Tide , is that of Cock- 
' | ſcaling. It is agreed amongft Ancient Hiſtorians , that Cocks,  _ 
' | vere brought out of Perfis into Greece. ( s) For which cauſe (s) Alien, 
| after Thems#ocles had obtained a notable vidtory over the Per- iſtor. 
I} for, it was made a Law among the Athenians , that once L-2- c-28. 
F in a year there ſhould be a publick Cock-fight in Commemg- Demſter, | 
-Þ ration of that Victory. If this were the wort ,' it were more Rom. An- 
} tolerable, for there is nothing ofa Religious Nature init. But ##9+ L:6.3, 
18 I find that the (4) Cock becauſe of his fighting Quality was by £4p- 10. 
} the Old Gentiles dedicated to Mars. Hence 4ri#tophanes calls (k) Stuc- 
| him' (Areos neotron) Mars his Bird. And the Lacedemonians Kius ubs 
|} were wont to ſacrifice a Cock to their God Mars. Our /#pra. p. 
| fore-fathers the Saxons, called the Third Day of the week 47. 
| Tueſday, (1) in Devotion to their great Father and Leader (!) See 
Tusſco, whom after his Death they Idolized. The Germans Verſte- 
| now (m) call it Dings-dagh, h.e. the Fighting Day. The gan's A#- 
F Old Romans, and from them the Italians, French, Spaniard, t1quztzes 
| andothers, have given it the Name-of Mars his Day. Whe- Þ- 57- 
ther the practice of ſlaughtering Cocks on Tueſday, or Mars (m) Vide 
his Day, have not in it ſome of the old Idolatrous Hea- Minſhew 
| theniſm, let every Wiſe and Serious Chriſtian judge. Be- in Libro 
| fides all this, to delight in tormentmg dumb Creatures, and ſupra cix 
"8 to make a ſport of their Miſeries, is great inhumanity, and a tato. 
ſcandalous Violation of the Sixth Commandment. No Crea- 
ture belonging to ths World would ever have been miſera- 
ble, had not the Sin of Man cauſed it te be ſo. And the 
whole Creation groans to be. delivered from that woful Va- 
' nity which Man has ſubjected it unto, Wherefore for Men 
to make ſport with the Griefs and Dolours of miſerable ; 
Creatures, is ſuch Barbari/m, as a truly Chriſtian Heart can- l 
not but abhor. Such Cruelty is more ſuitable to be z>ed 
in the Bloody Theaters of Pagans, then to be ſeen in the 
Streets amongſt men that call themſelves Chriftians. I re- - 
member a ſerious Paſſage mentioned in the Life of that wor- 
thy Miniſter Mr. John Machin, &c. He on a time meeting 
ſome young men that were going to a Cock- fighting, ſaid (n)SeeMr, 
to one of them, (nz) Friends, cur Lord and Matter Jeſus Clarkes 
Chriſt, never came into the World to ſet up ſuch [ports as laſt Vo- * 
theſe. Which words ftruck like an Arrow in the Heart ef lumn of 
that young man, and the iſſue was, that he repented, and Lives, p« 
| | there 92. | 
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(40) 


there was a blefſed change in his whole courſe of life; If 
the writing of theſe things ſhall have the like Effect on any; 
Reader, my Labour will not be loſt. The Lord grant tha# 
It -may be ſo. More I need not add on this Subject, ,only 
that T' find in the Ecclefiaftical Diſcipline of rhe Reformed: 
Churches in France, Cap. 14. Artic. 18. that the keeping of 
Shrove-Tue{day is expreſly forbidden. ? 
Concerning the Dedication of Days to the honour of Saints: 


\ 


departed, ſuppoſe Valentin, St. Matthias,” or any other, we'Þ ans 
have not one Example in the Scripture to warrant ſuch aÞ her 
Practice. The Lords People of eld did not ſo. There was'Y uct 
no Holiday appointed to the honour of Moſes or Joſhua, or # Ani 
any of the Prophets in the Church of I/rae!. Nor was thereÞ of t 
a Saints-day known amongſt Chriſtians, untill ſach time as} alas 
the Antichriſtian' Apoſtacy and Idolatry begun. Many cort 
learned men have proved by (o) Teftimonies out of the An-j to 7 
cients, that the Superſtition of conſecrating Days to the'F Vin 


Martyrs, was done in imitation of the Gentzles, who dedicated F ghe 
Days in Devotion to their Heroes, after their death, and |} 
Chriſtians thought to bring the Heathens, over to them, by 
appointing, Feſtivals to the honour of Martyrs and other fa- 
' mous Saints. But this looks like worſhipping Saints. And 
the Truth is, That the Superftition of praying to -Saints de-. 
parted, catne in with that of Inſtituting Days to their Ho- 
nour. And the Arguments made uſe of by Proteſtants a+ 
gainft building Altars or Temples for the honour of Saints, 
afe valid in this caſe. Religious worſhip is due to God only, 
Matth. 4. 10. Now that a Feftival or Holiday is a part of 
Religious Worſhip, is not only by Proteſtants aſſerted, but 
by ſome -Papifts (in particular by {p;) Durandus and (4) 
B-llarmin ) acknowledged. How the Obſervers of ſuch 
Days can wholly clear themſelves from tranſgrefling the Se- 
cond Commandment, I confeſs my ſelf unable to diſcern. 
But my Defign is not to enlarge on theſe things. What 
has been ſpoken may ſuffice for a Te/t+mony agaivſt the im+ 
pleaded growing ' Evils. It is deeply te be lamented, that 
there ſhould be any need to Preach or to Write againſt any 
ſuch Vanities here in New-England. I can remember the 
time, when for many years, not ſo much- as one of all theſe ? 
Superſtitious Cuſtoms was known to be practiſed in this 
Land. They are good no where; but in New-England they 
are a thouſand times worſe than in another place. Upon 
which account, there is ſad cauſe to expect, that it will op 


f—— 


| (41) 
F be long before the Holy God will reveal his Diſpleaſure from 
# Heaven againſt them. This has been Immanzels Land. New- 
England was and ever ought to be a Land of Uprigheneſs. 
But ſhall men do ſuch things in a Land of Uprightneſs, where 
the Word of God, and the Miniſters of God have taught 
# them better? Is it no Provocation to Defile the Lord's 
24 Land ? To my knowledge, the firft Generation of Chriſti- (+) See * 
'F ans came into this Wilderneſs with hopes that their Poſterity My. Wil- 
#4 here would never be corrupted with ſuch vain Cuſtoms. Ask ſons Ser- 
FF ſuch of the old Standers as are yet living, if it were not ſo. mon on 
'# And the Printed (+ ) Labours of ſundry the moſt Eminent Jer. 29.8, 
'# of the Fathers in theſe Churches, do in part declare it. But P.6,8,9. 
'F alas ! that ſo many of the Preſent Generation have ſo early And Mr. 
corrupted their doings! Methinks I hear the Lord ſpeaking Nortons 
'F to New-England as once to Iſrael; I planted thee a Noble Sermon on 
3 Vine, wholly a Right Seed; How then art thou turned into Jer. 30.17. 
the Degenerate Plant of a Strange Vine unto me! P» 12, 13+ 


